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The political requisites of a people’s strike were not fulfilled 

ince August 1990, the possibility 

of a bread political upsurge has 
loomed on the horizon. 

A crisis of governance afflicted the 
Aquino regime, its political tegtimacy | 

hung in the Salance. The crisis was 

glicing deep into the comprador- 

landlord ruling systern. To keep a lid 
on the situation, the reactionaries 

’ thought up all sorts of schemes: for—| 
mulas for peace and national recon- 

- cillation, snap election, a-shift to the 

parliamentary system, early drum- 
beating for the 1902 elections 

The economic crisis that fuels the 

political“crisis was growing worse, 
both were feeding on each cther. The 

people seethed.with andes because of 
the increasing burden of suffering im- 

posed by the foreign banks and 
governments. .The upper classes ol 
seniehre paynbled-againeT= - 
government’ 8 incampetence, biun- 

ders and grave Corruption 
he diferent classes and social 

forces were: moving towards a new 

realignment-and polarization. As rival 
_factions intensified their contention 
with each other, there was a broaden 
ing of the popular forces arraye 
against the regime and comprader 

landjord elite rule, 
Among the issues at the fore, two 

had the potenial to spark major polit 

tiene ceca 1991 

i 

cal battles: oi! and US bases. Though 
not likely fo ignite a social explosion, 

the peace issue was deeply political 

and had a strong impact on ather 

struggles. , 
The revolutionary forces posi-- 

tioned themselves to seize the unfold- 
ing opportunities. Linking arms with 
other progressive forces, they showed 

beldness and skill in leading the broad 

masses of the people under anti- im- 
perialist and democratic slogans. But 

the political upsu ihat seemed so 

near and within re cid not maternal 

ize. What went wrong? Why did t 

fall short of the target? , 
Two major battles occurred. ihe 

first, tom September to October, 

~ the second, acacia ied (orthre ‘ 

t he issue oto ot 1 pr tee increases 

When petrolaum prices. were 
raised last September 21, protests 
broke out but 4to reach the scale 

of a people's . To weaken the 

people's protest, be As qUInO regime 
"hyped" the Gulf crisis don it all 
the tame for the oil p fOases. 

The revol ‘ 

is propaganda 

divisve tactics, 

ANG ARYAN 

snotable - 

mediately after the oil price hikes, aiso 

succeeded in undercutting the basis 

for a people's strike. iftwas evident that 

the organized forces were not fully 

geared up to take advantage of the 

situation, 
The preparations for the people's 

strike in October were more organized 

and covered a longer period. The or: 

ganized forces showed improved 
capability in combining and coordinat 
ing sectoral and regional struggles. 

’ Another pius factor was the timely for- 

mation of a progressive alliince, the 
broadest since the EDSA uprising, 
which took up the cause of popular 

sale against the Aquino regime. 
tthe strike failed because of two 

factors. First, the political requisites for 
pe ai strike were not fully. met. 

ste paralyzation was. set down 
é p mary objective, ‘despite the fact 

that, except for tha wage issue, ihe 

common demands had not yet 
Te ad deeply into the pop iy 

DOVISCHIHUSASSS, 

-  iInreality, agitation for a rollback in 

gasoline prices and for the revocati 
of the government's Latter Of intent kk 

tne IMF-WB-the issues expected to 
se popular support--was still wi the 

process of gaining. rhomentum. The 
was the reason why the regime's an 
of a PT? daily wage increase (half 

rO 
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main pillars of the rotten system: US 
miltary bages, the failure of agrarian 
reform, foreign debt, Government cor- 
ruption, human rights violations, col- 
iapse of ‘civilian, supremacy" {the 

domination of the military withie- ihe 
civilian government), environmental 

destruction and the civil war. ; 
Ob ihe people see no hope in any 

And en? the elite themselves, no 

art 
poreined ratnnope Sapo 

All the a realities of life under the Aquino regime have 
come out into the open 

exposed not om ves sheer incom- ‘one leacer or faction has the ability to 
3 | unite all or a majority of them They 
= “search_for-comprehensive change 

can be pccompbarad and who will 
; Reed! theirs not yet Clear tO thee. But 

Beir pte oc] abe ama 

prolate esas ge not ie so long as 
- the prevailing order--no matter how 

oo by @ poltical crisis of ex- 

_ January-February 1991 “ANG. BAYAN 

Aftherels — omardeieenany 
ing j conflicts among the reactionaries, 
there is a counter-current controlling 
their rivalry for power to ‘peaceful 
means and the electoral process. The 
crisis constantly fuels” ied -political 

| teericd Wil Teor the ackeatice tho 

revolution. Thus, the hep acute 

scale of the crisis anid fear of revolution 
have impelled the Catholic Church 
hierarchy. to launch their ‘peace’ 

project. With the help ol the. mass 

media, they have called on ail the 

ae 

_ bankrupt--is not challenged by a- -Aquir 
diay consciousness, 
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a political dimension and content. The | 
Bes to immediately. raise 

was the harsh repression of the public 
school teachers’ strike in Metro 
Manila.The government had com- 
mitted sel io an IMF-WB policy to 
freeze public sector wages as part of 
the program to reduce the budget 

deficit’ 

The regime resorted to ‘slicing, 
“delaying,” and ‘squid tactics to divide 
and undermine the protests. The oil 
price hikes were immedi ey followed 

A raise in the. ‘ihinienurn wage was 
promised to workers and employees 
io neutralize the General industrial 
strike being planned by the militant 
labor alliance. : oe 

. The regime used the Guff crisis as 

: asmokescreen for the implementation | 

of harsh economic measures it had 

long agreed to with the IMF- WB and | 

for intensified repression against 
those challenging these measures. - 

These were the same tactics used 
in the bases issue. .The government 
surfaced its proposal for a ‘phase-out. 
io make it appear that it was negotiat- 
ing for the gradual dismantling orus 
military bases in the County The con. - 
ciusion of. the bases 

Aquino regime fede. on ine 
issue being peas by the Church 

tion called the Molieeciotal Peace : 
Advocates. A Bee alle cd was OF. 

more immediate threat than that of the | [ 
revolutionary movement. 

immediately after the oll price 
_hikes, progressive mass organiza- 

“tions and coalitions called for a - 

people's strike in Metro Manila. On the 
first three days, one-third of all jeepney 

factories, and hundreds took part in 
rallies. Various forms of protest also 
broke out in cities and towns in the 

provinces. But. all of these did not 
reach the intensity and scale of a 
‘people's strike. 

Oclober outburst 
The ma&s Struaqgle for wage #- 

creases spun off from the initlal 

protests against the oil price hikes. 
The working class. took the lead; the 
government employees, including 

medical workers and professionats, 
followed, Public school teachers, who 
had been on strike since September 
47, demanded the release of 

' economic benefits and a PS, 000 
monthly pay. The wage struggles 
gained momentum and-.with #, the | 
protests against IMF impositions. - 

the solution of the fundamental 
problems of the ‘nation. ft also ex. 

| pressed its openness to a ceasefire 
| within the framework of political 

negotiations. Based on its recently 
| approved 12-Point Program, the NDF 
| presented a program to provide imme- 

drivers stopped plying their routes, | 
hundreds of workers walked outolthe | 

date rele) and: lasting SORTS tothe 
crisis... 
‘ On October. 13-14, the Con. 

| ference for National Unity, Surviva! 
| and Reconstruction was Heid. under 

| the sponsorship of the People’s - 
Caugus, a broad progressive alliance. 
This was the biggest gathering of anti- 

tions, groups and individuals: since 
EDSA. They united behind a set o 
popular demands for immediate rete 
and -solutions to ihe national crisis 

éll-received ‘at the conference wa: 
the agenda of the NDF. 

The broad progressive forces 
called once more for @ people's sinke | 

‘The broad progressive ranks were | pro 
; astir, Bigger and bigger numbers « 
fiounced the Aquino regime and its -| tation o 
anti-national and anti-people policies. | 
independent: Marxist formations, pro- | 
hooves organizations of the middie 

: on on “the: issue of ‘peace. Pa 
declared itselt ay to. engage a _ Such 

i aac tir Coseat 

LANG SAVAN “January-February 199) 



and indvect moans-- 5 * days. . 
the most prominent» The landilor compradér regime has stretched respi -uBGiod be 

being the- bi : people’s patience to the limit, and their anger _ into the streets to 
several £ twill burst outas neverbefore. express theif ex- 
by companies whioh : treme disgust for a 

nad- taken a die-hard : regime pushing 
ant-strike line. Sema ‘them into ever 

thoroughgoing social change. It tightly greater suffering, misery and ssa 
linked the issue of peace to the | sion. 

peopie’s demands upheld by the | in Metro Manila, the popular out- 

mass Struggie. | rage was ‘not transformed info a 

Mass protests continued: rallies | people's strike. The middle classes 

and marches calling for wage in- | tookthe lead and moved into action -- 
creases, a rollback in prices and the | hundreds. marched in the streets and 

dismantling of US bases. A three-day | held noise barrages in Makati, Quezon 

people's strike flared up in Mindanao | City and other areas where the petty 
in November, raising high the | bourgeoisie were concentrated, Gut 

demands of the previous strike. | the organized forces forces failed to 

, | muster the broad participation of the 

* Oreary December | masses ofworkers and urban poor for 

During the last quarter of the year, | a people’s strike. . 

the economic situation rapidly | —_—Caills for the resignation of Aquino 
deteriorated, as the adverse effects of | resounded,even from former. Cory 

the worsening crisis in the Middle East | supporters. it was an unmistakable 

| combined with the deleterious effects | sign of the grave isolation of Aquino 

| ofthe regime’s anti-nationaleconomic | and het regime from broad sections of 
policies. The rising prices of crude oil | society, 
in the world market drained the | After: the. dreatiest ‘Christmas 

| country’s dollar reserves already | since World Wari; the nation faced the 
| severely depleted by unrestrained im- | New Year filled not with new hopes but . 

_| ports. As the sense of things going out | ‘with great uncertainties and anxieties, 
© | ofcontrol spread, hoarding and panic- | True-enough, the Aquino regime and 

| buying became the order of the day. cf the IMF-WB were planning to impose 

| An inflationary spiral set in. eT more burdens on the people through ; 
2 eda Seamed ae anew Lol. Among its components 

( were a further ; 

; ed anine percent levy on imports; 
$ | Fea el burden onthe peuple. dust | femoval of subsidies to all government 

| a Leahy hen before. Cheaines, wm i Be sd all at hier. mean even 

strike waned in Metro Manila although 
it remained Strong in Central Luzon, 

tion of the ‘organized forces wee the 

undercut sympitiy jor the sifike and 
its legitimate and just causes. Strike 
organizers were unable to counteract [| 
the negative affects ofthe mass media 

violendet The regime. was able to | 
neutralize. ae middie ‘sections of 

the strong reaction of some : 
of the people agaist the bus. 
incidents to attack the oe or 

is sodparcent diesel and LPG. G, by nearly 
“4 filty percent-with the bulk of the in- iP 

| cfesses going to the O1 (Pri ice | 
i Stabilization Fund, lg 

"Almost all sectors of society cried | 
2 | out In shock and anger, particularly | 
a the middie classes who were made'to | 
- ‘bear the burden of ihe highest price. | 

| increases. Even the mass media |. 
‘|. agifated for a new people's strike. 

> Powerful people's strikes erupted. + 
[ ‘in major cities and towns in Mindanao, | me) 
| the Visayas, Bicol, Southern Tagalog | erosion cee daw. 

rage and protust wil burst out as newer # | and Central Luzon. Business and. | 
before.” : i.) transport were at. a standstill ad Hl can tem real peace | 

January-February 1981 ee “ANG BAYAN z 



Carino-brutal’ 
Teachers’ movement suffers a temporary setback but is 
tougrered - for big political battles 

gle! of 7 puble sot are year 
is bringing the entire teachers’ mass 
ne int the mainstream of 

defend itself against “sabotage and 

ecercion,’ the court refused to siop the . 

‘continuing dismissals and suspen- 
sions of teachers. {t rejected their pet- 
tion for a temporary restraining orcer 
and is now dragging out resolution of 
the basic issue of the public school 
teachers’ right to strike. 

Despite the heavy repression, the 

striking teachers launched persistent 

and determined street actions for 
‘| three months. Some 1,000 to 4,000 

. took part in daily mass-ups, marches 

and rallies, and a sizeable force turneu 

up at the November 19 camp-out/vigil 
in front-of the Senate. 

About 12,006 of. 70 percent of: 
Metra Manta teachers rey ing 

78 schools in various districts went on 
a macs leave of absence at one time 

_or another during the period. How- 
ever, by the second week, the strike 
fad reached its limits in Metro Manila, 
even as its spread in the provinces 
was confined to Some parts of Central - 
uzon and a few cities in Bicol, Visayas 

- | and Mindanao. 
Compared to August 1989, when 

ube | some 200,000 teachers from 10 * 
ns throughout the country .par- 

500. ticipated in- mass. leaves arid. other 
| forms of action, the 1990. struggle did 
“nol become nationwide in scale. Al 

| though teachers from six regions 
| jomed the walkout, ma 

: he National Capital bic aah 

p The: context ang: demands of the” . 
teachers’ strugg! le 

The public schoor teactiors" mass 4: 

ed struggle in 1990 broke out ata time 

Court in such repression showed how 
different instrumentalzies of the state 
cooperated to assert the interests of — 
the reactionary ruling system, 

Upholding the “authority" of Secretary 
Canis and the government ¢ jt to | 

8 

pia 18. Feacti onary regime was 

crisis on August 2 

_ At about that hime, 190, the! interna- 

5 OF tereign loans. and 
aidio has regime because it had failed 

ANG BAYAN 

only came from. 

nantes C eC PENI 

uly e 
/ and the eruption. of tne Midie East 3 is, 

| benefits. and the salary hike, they 
"united on canying the demand for a 

to fully. meet IME F contitionaikies. The 
value of the peso in relation to ihe 
dollar wae sinking fast and a new 
round Si prennererees was in ihe 

record of 
gles wih 
ness--had been jens ready to wage 
another round of mass | 
early as the at of the schoolyear. 

as 

government’ s failure to release salary 
differentials due. them under the Spe- 
cial Education Fund (SEF) and 

General Appropriations Act. For al- 
most three months, the gublic schoo! 
teachers’ Rpriare sr bons engaged 

locate the P680 milion fund supposed, 
to: have been allocated for SEF and 
other benafits form. July 1989 to 
December 1980. é 

At the same, time, the teachers 

ee wanted to raise once more tha issue of 

adequate pay for the teaching profes- 
sion, which had. ‘been partly ‘ad. 
dressed but not fully. realized in the 

previous year's struggle. (in 1989, the 

_fonthly basic pay of public schoo! 
‘teachers was increased to P3102, but 

a it fell short of the P4,500 demanded by 
them.) The anticipated oil price in- 
crease added fuel to this Dasic 

‘tervened and, for a the teachers 
shifted thelr attention to helping out in 

yeliel- and + nabilitation work, par- 

Thus, in addition to economic 

debt moratorium. ln thelr view, the first 

‘two demands could not adequately be 
_ met by government unless the bulk of 

 anuary ebrusty 1601 



toughened! up for ra political battles 

welfare. They # are ee tenirir 

how imperative it 1s to move on to 

higher forme of action 
and 5 

creasinighy winidls Ais ke won Net. 
The year that passed was = 

toric’ for the public school teache 
anew sense. "1988 sawthe 
mass movement reach a historic peak 
by mobili zing the bigger cand 

the regime, 00 we bered | 

their. jobs and “anot ay ae 500 
suspended upon direct order of 
Educa See ead. 

he 

ment -- nekaaiog the most ties ove 
hog of ine Marcos fascist i onal 

8 

sr ipso 

; the National Canale Begicn. 

_ struggle in 1990 broke out ¢ 
when the reactionary regime was. 

defend itself against “sabotage and 

to fully meat IMF conditionalities. The 
value of the peso in relation to the 
dollar was sinking fast and a new 
round of o} price Increases was in ihe 

- The public. school teachers--a 
militant sector whh an. impressive 
record of su jul economic strug. _ 

coercion, the court relusedtostopthe | gles with Increasing pollical sharp. 
continuing dismissals and suspen- 
sions of teachers. ft rejected their peil- 
tion for a temporary restraining order 
and ig now dragging out resolution of 
the basic issue of the public school | 
teachers’ right to strike. 

Despite the heavy repression, the 
siriking teachers launched persistent 
and determined street actions for 
three months. Some 1,000 to’ 4,000 
took pact in dally mass-ups, marches 

| arid rallies, and a sizeable force turneu 
up at the November 19 camp-out/igil 

in from of the Senate. 
About 12,006 or 70 percent of 

. Metro Manila teachers representing 
| 78 echools in various districts went on 

a mass leave of absence at one time 
| or another during the period. How- 
| ever, by the second week, the strike 
| nad reached its limits in Metro Manila, 
| even as its spread in the provinces - 
| was confined to some parts of Central 
| luzon and a few cities in Bicol, Visayas - 

. | afd Mindanao, 
~ Gompared to August 1989, when 

| ‘some 200,000 teachers from0- 

| regions. throughout We country par- 
| ticipated in mass leaves and other 

forms of action, the 1990 struggle did 
[| not become nationwide in scale. Al- 
though teachers. from Bik regions 

The: context and demands of the 
_ washers’ struggie 

: 

ness- -had been getting ready : to wage 
another round of mass struggles as 

_ early as the start of the schoolyear. 
The most immediate issue was the 

government's fallure to release salary 
differentials due them under the Spe- 
cial Education Fund (SEF). and 
General Appropriations Act: For al- 

most three months, the public school. 
teachers’ organizations. had engaged 
in numerous dialogues and petitions 
with education and buciget officials to 
locate the P680 million fund supposed 
to have been allocated for SEF and 
other benefits from July 1989 to 

“At the same ‘time, the teachers 
wanted to raise once more the issue of 
adequate pay for the teaching profes- 
sion, which had been partly ad- 
dréssed but not fully realized in the 
previous year's struggle. (in 1989, the. 
_fhonthily poet ‘pay. of public schoo! 

: eto PS, 102; bul 

it fell short of the P4. 500 demanded by 

ther.) The: anticipated -Oil price. in- 
creage added fuel to this basic : 
demand. 

‘But the gantiquisiee. of July 16- i 

tervened and, for a time, the teachers 
stitted thelr sttenkion 10 helping out in 

‘The public échool teachers! mass.4-Thet 

plunging Into a deep crisis, The 

ne Sestresctt ie eg 48 gee lise 

at crisis on 1 AUgu st 2 2. 
_ Atabout that time, too, the intema- 

aA tional Monetary Fund was holding un. 

| further releases of foreign loans and 
_ aid to the regime because it had tailed 

ANG: BAYAN 

| econoniy had been badiy battered by | 

united « on ‘can the 
dett moratorium. In thelr 
two demands could not 



state fesources were rechanneles 

from heavy debt payments to soc 
Services such as education. 

The Combination of the three ban. 

ner demands -- release of diflerentiais., 

ine P5,000 salary increase and the 
Gebt Moratorium -- was intended to 

provide depth as well as breaci 
‘yer strgggle. Whitethe public schoo! 

‘gachets, especially. in Metro Manila, 
were most “heated up’ over the first 

sue, & was the second issue which 
was impbornant in giving.{he struggie a 
national character. (The issug@ of dif- 
ferentials did not affect most teachars 
in the provinces.) 

On the other hand, the demand for 
2 debit moratorium constituted the 

political component of the struggle 

and linked it to the brewing popular 

struggle against the “new economic 
. package’ being imp 
By taking up this issue, the teachers’ 
movement could easify flow into the 

‘stream of a general political movement 
that would Serve. to reinforce and 

amplify their own sectorai struggle. 

1 

Systematic and planned repression 

One thing, however, was seriously 

underestimated by the teachers’ mass 

movement as it prepared to wage a 

new found of struggle. While the in- 

tansifying ecanomis crisis was creal- 

ing a favorable political climate for 

ae it,.a regime hardpressed 

rom all sides was hardly in a position 

9 > tant even small concessions. to 

populas demands: In fact, it 

see ‘determi ined to. apply the irontist 

against those challenging its policies 

and fs rute. 
The IMF was then. applying pres 

ing. Aquind: government tofully 

a nt the “new economic pack- 

, amaior component of which was 

the freeze in public sector wages, OF 

ese face a Cltoff in foreign loans and 
aid. The teachers’ mass movement 
nad to be enushéd -— forthe sake of the 
‘MF and other foreign.donors. 

‘The first sign that ihe wind had 

changed was. thg installa 
aducation secretary of isidro C 

notorious unlon-buster at the Univer: 

sity of the East. 
Catino and the reactionary tgr 

vreparted tO deal a heavy blow fo the 

TIE 

Janitary Feprgary TOQ¢ 

ased-by.the IME... 

nent, with 

n target Mania Public 

School Teachers Movement, one of its 

strong bases. Long betare the start of 
the current schoolyear, Carifo had in 

tiated a series of systematic moves to 

imi 

ber ng tt 

Mass 

teachers’ associations from within. 

Seon after the February 25 elec- 

tions fer ine MPSTA, Carino began 

mobilizing those who last to engage in 

black propaganda and disqualifica- 

tion moves against the progressive 

leaders who won. The opportunist 

igaders were showered with scholar- 

ships, housing units, tps abroad, 
promotions and millions of coopera- 

tive funds. They were used to gather 

data on the scope and influence of the 

progressives within’ the associations. 

Later on, they played a part in sowing 

intrigues. and. divisions among the 

teachers’ ranks at the height of the 

struggle in September. . 

On the other hand, identified 

progressive leaders were given heavy 

class schedules so they would no 

ionger have enough ume to devote to 

associalion meetings and other ac- 

tivities. ‘During the period when the 

various teacher organizations were in 

the process of achieving unification on 
the mass struggle. scheol admin- 

| 

weaken the militant public school — 

the | istrators actively went out to harass 

| 

| 

ard obstruct these who wanted to par- 

ticipate. . i 

_ However, at that time, the entire 

repressive scheme of the Aquino 

regime against the teachers’ mass 
movement was not yet that evident. it 

onty came into full view when on the 

very first day of the strike, Carino out- 

rightly refused to discuss any of the 
teachers’ demands and instead 

threatened them with-sanctions.- 

..He then ordered the immediate 
dismissal of 292 teachers, By the 

second week, he had suspended 

1,000. 
The leaders and forces engaged 

inthe mass struggle were caught com- 

pletely-by-surpeise. They had ex- 
pected that they would be able to 

gather enough momentum and ac- 

cumulata enough strength. during the 

first week of the strike. But Carino's 
brutal repression headed t Off. 

Shortcomings and lessons 
The effects. of these harsh 

measures could have been Overcome 

by solid preparations before the 
jaunching of the struggle, the effective 

combination of the banner issues to 
harness the broadest and strongest 

participation of the whole eector, and 

We 



appropriate tactics (such as knowing 
the righi time to strike). 

Teacher-leaders anc. 

admit that there were inadequacies in 
their preparations. ANhough the aci- 
vanced forces. within the sector 
achieved Strong unity on the three 

3 Betivis is 

banner demands, the propagation 

' and discussion.of these demands at 

the focal. levels were not sufficient. In 
addition, they should nave been more. 

alert to forewarnings of the Fegiane: $ 

' repressive schame. 
The package of issues was not 

' projected and combined in the most 

effective way. The issue of salary cit- 

ferentials -- clearly Inadequate for a 

sustained and interise struggle -- be- 

came the focus, while the demand for 
a P5,0G0 basic pay -- essential to 

broadening the struggle nationwide -- 

. did not gain prominence. 
The waging of the struggie also 

' could have waited for a more oppor. 
tune time-for example, after the oil 

" price increases last September 21. Al- 
’ though this issue was not the main 

. basis for the teachers’ demands, the 

. demands for a salary hike and a debt 
moratorium would have been more 
forceful within such a context. 

There is a view, however, that in 

i light of the intensity of the present 

'erisis of the Aquino-regime, ihe 

* separate struggié of the sector may no 
_ longer be enough to achieve further 
> gains. According to this view, sectoral 

struggles soon reach their limits and 
must. become integrated into multi- 

_ sectoral struggles in order to win. 

| aces canemenrienmmnmmaaeeemeeinemmammmemmnmmmemaniaine mea. 

There can be no debating the fact - 

thatthe present crisis demands higher 

forms of popular action by the various 

aera as “ or 

: aa : 

PERO BILANG ~ 
KRALINIM: NG BOU KASYON | 
INP! ABS RUMPORME. i 

popular forces. Or that sectoral strug: 

gles oparating witha the framework of 
@ popular Slruggile or in conjunction 

with mu toral struggles have 

added advantages and strengths. 
it is clear, though, that the 1990 

teachers’ struggle itself nad shartcom- 

ings which affected ts chances of suc- 

cess. Had all the strength, resources 

and reserves within the sector been 
‘properly harnessed, the outcome 
might have been different. 

Gains and perspective 
The setback in the teachers’ mass _ 

struggie can only be temporary. There 

are many factors that augur for a bet- 
ter-armed and more powerful struggle 
in the future. 

’ The continuing crisis ofthe Aquine 

regime has engendered conditions for 

a big political upsurge. The teachers’ 
mass movement stands on a firm base 
built by pamstaking work and past vic- 

‘tories. And it has achieved a high level 
of poutical consciousness through the 

practice of struggie and consolidation. 
Actough and politically sharp 

breed of teacher-leaders and activists 
has emerged. Their fighting spirit 

remains strong. Substantial numbers 
played an active role in the major 2 ac: 

tions, dyring the people's strike last 
Qctober. Hundreds of teachers’ 
tempered by the sectoral struggle can. 
now be counted on as a reliable force - 

in multisectoral mobilizations. 
‘Moved not only by the justness of 

the teachers’ struggle but also out- 
raged by the intransigent state 
response fo f, a broad support front 

for their cause has developed, both 
feom wathin the educational sector and 

MAGT Pak p 
Bek PAT... 

| 

semaine ee mong oentrnrenemeneera 

RUNG Glee TOA é 

Ater ic ea 

among the middie forces. The active 
participation of parents, students anc. 

“even a number of DECS employees ir. 
Ihe teachers’ mass actions lays the 
basis for deeper and stronger coop 
eration and unity. Public sympathy foi 
the teachers’ plight remains strong, 

reflected in the growing support by 
lawyers, church people, members of 

Congress, local goverament officials 
and other sectors of society for the 

thousands of dismissed public schoo! 
teachers who continue to. seek justice 
ie the September-November 

Struggle, the teachérs’ organizations 

also aes their capability to integrate 

consolidation work with an ongoing 

mass campaign. During weekends, 

when streét protests were al a full, the 

leacers and forces conducted assess- 

ment and planning ‘meetings both at 
the national and district levels; held 
forums tackling both comprehensive 
and specific issues (foreign debt and 
teachers’ rights) and timely subjects 
and joined multisectoral undertakings 
such as the People's Gaucus. 

The teachers’ organized forces 

see a higher, more difficult'and more 
complex stage ahead and are shifting 

gears for a whole new level and Scale 
of struggle in-1991 and the years t 
come. Mére than af any time in the 
past, the sectoral struggle will: havesa 
marked political content and will be 

tightly linked to the general, politi al : 

struggle of the people. With their 
record of militance, massive organ 
ized strength, prestige in.saciety anc 

political keenness, ihe teachers’ sec 
torhas the potential to be an importar: 
player in the economic and political 

battles of the 1990s; @ 

SIFAIN ANG , 
AEGEO GRO 8 

Di drersereniccornionrenentnel 
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far-reaching changes: There will 
maior chalenges 
wil decide a strategic turn in the 

’ revolutionary process within Philip- | 

pine society. On the agenda of the 

1900s is a decisive victory for the | 
i ments. it articulates the Party's | 

_ Ang Bayan takes this opportunity | 
[| al and international issues, and its | 
continuing investigations and criti- | 

| Ques on the state of the Philippine | 
| economy, politics, culture and other | ~ 

Not only must it reaffirm and deepen. | 
the basic principles which have | 

for ine past two | 
decades, More Imoortantly, & must | 
respond to the spirit, tempo and fast- 
evolving realities ot the times and 

to reinvigorate iisell--digging out valu- 
able lessons from the the rich mine of 
he past, drawing fresh impetus from 
the immense possibilities of the future. 

guided as 

BASIC PRINCIPLES - 
‘Ang Bayan is guided 

basic principles which form ts orienta- 

_ thread oftra 
March 28, 1989 until today. 

At different periods in its history, - 
oS defined a ect tole for 

to provides an all-sided : 
January Pobrumey 1981 

that aroriaies fo be full of swift ae : 

and battles bien 

anid united front building: cultural, 
health and socio- economic work; 

beh address 

y. | Party such as democratic centralism, | reg 
"| Collective leadership and. collective - | de 

of current national and world develop- 

analysis ancl position on major nation- 

aspects of society. 
Apart fram this, AB serves as a | 

permanent and reliable record of | 
major events. during this period of | 
Philippine history. lt seeks not only to | 

’ draw a thorough and accurate picture | 
| of the growth of the revolutionary | 
| movement but alge-o reveal the | 
| processes behind i-iis motivetérces | | 
| and laws of development. Thus, it con- 
| cerns.itself not merely with reportage, | 
| but with definitions of line and tactics, | 
| assessments and summations, direc- | 

tion, It has followed an unbroken | | the Party lee 
anh 1 | ary struggles in all fields--the mass & whole Party < 

tions and. perspectives of revolution- 

main content, Sos Se 0) be ie 
tate ote ee aes tor 

organ’ pent ‘taken. a definite policy or 
decision onthe matte, 

: _ instrument nt of police leader- 

movement; armed struggle; agrarian’ f' tic ary move 
revolution and basé-building; alliance /|. « 

anda and. education; finance; 

revolutionary forces. - 
coin recent ys 

important theoretical,” 
sal and organizational issues, 

We. 

ANG Paw 

| and internationai. sonearHy and | -highest le 
| diplomatic work. —~ | 
ee as-a political: paper: thet Ago} 

has been most effective, useful and. 
_Televant to the needs of the Party and | 

ears, Party members | ee | OO 
i the need for. AB to | ‘casi eee 2k 

‘These include contributions to. | to being 
‘| theoretical studies on socialism, | ort - 

- | strategy and tactics, political economy _ | tonal 
“and US imperialism, among others; | 
Shiciee of various bourgeois and | o 

: : tands and terkiens |. 
yo cies inthe Philippine progressive and | 



FEEDBACK 

Lacking in color? 

There are more English and Fillpino readers among comrades in Our | 
region than perhaps any other region in the Visayas. and Mindanao. Many 

comrades have a petty bourgeois background-students. and pro esi 
of Moro or non-Moro déscent—although majority belong to the peesant and 
worker classes. Whether in English or Filipino, AB is greatly. ‘appreciated at 

the front-level and in a few districts. 
The articles on Mindanao were very sworesting: because. 

cerned our own efforts in advancing the revolutionary struggle in our country. 

The stories on Atas mine workers, Red fighters ipfeabell. sapper operations, 
_ and how comrades in Negros and Northern Luzon are dealing deadly blows 

to ihe enemy's gradual constriction strategy fave been eer eur reyolu- 

genay work, ~ 

: We want more articles on tactics in dealing with SOTS i in the urban areas, 
advancing the agrarian revolution in the midst of intense military « 

| poiftico-military operations and the conductof pa 

| cal consolidation during massive counter-insurgency 

research on women, the environment, autonomy for ihe TY peoples, 
- and developments in Easiem Europe. 

ind Party_ce COTTIER here has a emphasized the importance of 

interest to the whole Party. 

Arcraeed to al revoliioniary 

own *Sulong Masa," whielt is written in the local ‘language. leis now printed 

‘and in a newspaper format, We hape that AB can have a facelift too so that if | 

can be more appealing to is readers. AB’ Ss on looks: very dul - = doesn’ t 

it reflect *stagnation® within the organization? 

-— Front | Cents Mindaneo regional committee 

ener atte je nemenioeo sensor 

characteristics of a "mass newspaper |. was Operating began to change radi- Another roaioe tecie which under- 

and. strove to reach out joa broader. _. Cally. The alterriative media developed «|. lay this ‘redefinition was the rapid. 

ol ye - | and performed the function of ie growth of the Party into a: much & 
reportage more “elficiently.. Moreover. organization: There: 
“towards the end of the fascist era arid | di 

<P prer the ‘pseudo-liberal ‘fale ofthe - 

1@=1. Aquino-regime, there was a proWera- 
os | tion of légal progressive publications 

| which gave space to exposures of the 
“| basic problems of Philippine society. 

“At times, even revolutionary. pro- 
 paganda-and agitation could be done | - of work of the Pa 
openly, though of course undarlimited | some time, #4 
and temporary conditions (for -ex- 

during the ceasefire and peace 
‘talks in the last quarter of 1986). 

_ This new situation led the AB 
editorial committee then toredefineits | tf 

- | role an the tolal propaganda effort of | -t 
| the Partly. They decided thal t should | - 

: Gonoeeiiate oo ie ae where & Dad 
ihe most advantages and expertise: |' 

ao comprehens we exposures and : 
| analyses of economic and political “ditions, in the past. end ‘now, AB 

propaganda stuation within which AB | developments. ; has been able to pate Ne) hy 

12° = _ 7 AN® @AYAN denve-Raseueey 1901 



FEEDBACK 

Informative _ 

Comrades want to read AB because it is “our paper. But many of us, 

especially those in frontlevel committees have difficulty 

Filipino. The Eriglish in AB is scholarly and heavy reading. The kind of Filipino 

used could be made simpler. Reading articles that are very long is time-con- 

sung Worse, the iype used is so small that reading fe as 8y 

is informative-it tells us about developments in other - 
rer revolutionary work, Noe = liek ing. The summing-up of mass work in 

: Furthermore, many parts of the 

Party organization, from the highest 

organ to the lowest, have not shown 
the political - wil to solve recurrent 

sution of AB. Until 

problems are 

members and their expressed needs. 

Main Ianguage: Filipino. The 

English edition is for a’ limited audi- 
ence. This is. because its: main 

iigentsia, also account for a big 

portion. .. 4 |. level 

This editorial policy. is. also dic- 4 

tated by the reality that majority of 

Filipinos, fromm Northito South, are now 

able to read and ul | bert 

Fiipino. On the other hand, fluency LI 
_ English has been fast declining ||. 
eo . 

is | ' Sve ad conbutonstomier 2. 
7 

by — From ‘enero regional commie “t 

_ | AB icicles, tracielates)- int regional |. tin 
a4 la uages, are epee gn ak 

a | central issue for all proletarian L 

res nenaet meorrutiees i bug | Bas 



producing new and unsettling ques- 
tions. Are au these | 
advanced stage of a8 
countries of to a total: reversal of 
socialist gain anicretrogression if info” 
capitalism? ‘And what are the essons 

in their own countries? 

" Placing key lesues on the agen- 
da. A host of major issues related to 
the objective situation and the revolu- 
tionary process have come to the fore 

‘of the Party le derehigs ak vasous 
levels and substantial parts of the | 

Philippine scclety rategy and tactics 
of the revolutionary struggle as a 
whole and. — 

tional ine and sit ‘ : and reform 
and tenewal of the Panty, 

The debates are signs of a Party 
capable of appreciating fully and 
responding vigorously to the chang- 

| 
those 

ing realtiee of the times. The expres- 
sion of different views by all Party 
members who wish to engage them- 
selves should. ae given the widest 
latitude. 

, Orpialsin the debstes. At the 
same time, 8 must be: 

debates do not lead to ° 

the entire Party on.the issues but-aiso 

- “marize’ the main points of difference on . 
| @ach issue; encourage those actively 
- Involved in the debetes to articulate 
4 pled views and positions in an orderly 

to wre seal: cece Mg a a 

=|" 
= 

“and competent way, they wi iPbe ee. ‘ 

Editor or "Readers. Views;‘-awtvart as 
Party méme 

ten _aricles—-especially those which 

_ deal with issues that have not yet bean - 

context): and jnaure that a clear path 

D eceseace? a a 

_| Keep it. simple. 

| visuals. But, of course, since they come from a “listening class," they much - 
| prefer the radio. But the Party still does not have the resources to tap this 

rhedium as the principal means of communicating with our broad base. 
We want AB to be responsive to the consolidation needs of the repions: 

The paper should play a big role in the present ideological thrust of the Party. . 
For example, how do you explain thie so-called collapse of socialism in many 
baste European countries? AB must be in the forefront of the ongoing 

ih regarding this, # only to helo unify ihe different reactions and direct 
disclissione towerds an objective appraisat-of the whole phenomenon. 

Please simplify the English that you use — it is foo intellectual and | 
structurecgn the Filipino edition, can you put a glossary at the end of the 
article where difficult terms can be explained? s : 

__~ From the Northern Mindanao fegtonial commities | 

Kars comrades here do not have a reading habit... yet, They like a lot of | 

changes of views on the burning | build a more wide aly 
igsues.thal the Party confronts today. | based and democratically formed 

Apart from its task of reflecting the | consensus within the Patty on these 
official positions, policies and | issues. 
decisions of the cantrai body, AB must Parly cadres fave gained rich ex- 
also chpbure ihe array of-sentimenis, | periences and achieved a high jevel of 
ideas and positions held by Party or- | maturity and expertise ih theif lines of - 

work through: more than two decades 
of revolutionary struggle. This must be 
recognized - thair contributions tothe | 
resolution of issues. and the shaping of of 

Gans, unis and members. So long as 
these are put forward ina responsible ' 

space in the publication. 
_ This new thrust will not only be 
geen in such sections as ‘Letters tothe 

‘ More - ‘than ever, ‘Party decision- 
making at every jevel must be the 
Saba of a process oF gathering 

S may. ventilate in 
dividual opinions, but also in staff-writ- 

thoroughly resolved. don 
Specifically, the role of AB wilt be E p 

the major issues which re- 
quire further Study, investigation, oF 

be adhe and treed 
ec yocedures, 

to avoid judgments. based on 
; oF Statements Tal ikon oun of 

towards unity is taken. 

whole Pry 6 
mertto mee the tre} er 
ges of the 19908. sneeocrira nn mer aemiveangaeiogett 

‘Towards awidely based: conse: 
Slanypis this, AG commits tt 

ANG BAYAN seytetnian) toa: 



newly-constitut LAB editorial commit- 
i to focus its efforts on 

upgrading the content of the publica. | 
tion. We sought 10 produce articles 
that were: relevant, sharp, wel-re- 

fiering | 

- democratic centralism, collective | 

leadership, Party life and other. or- 
: ganizational principles of the Party. 

We will aise begin to contribute to the 
ongoing discussions on theoretical 

; dnd practical sues 
_ Aehleving regularity. Starting this L. 

year, AB will build the infrastructure | 

-| needed to achieve timeliness, consis- 
| tency and regularity: in its publication. 

we have striven to keep up | 
| with a once-a-month issue, AB has too - 

| often come out late. 
Various factors, both Internal and: | 

| external to AB, have given rise to and | gent issues 
“| compounded this problem. Among | if the fr 

| them are staff shortages and turn- | bee 
| overs, the lack of a steady supply of | be han 
| data and materials from the central | respons 

| organ and thé correspondent net- | 
; work, Security problems, ‘irregular |. 

| communication lines. with important | - 
Party organs and technical difficulties. | 
Solving all these not only requires qe 

‘greater will-on our part, more sys-) 1 
| tematic methods of work, déeper links | 1 

with the regions, and a good | educa- f 

tion an skills training programm. 
iso demands the utmost. | 

part of the Party organization, espe: | 
:. - Gially the regional committees and na-_ tO pt 

| tional commissions, which must : 
insure the functioning of the co oe 

_ dent network and do their part in the | party 
efficient and quick distribution of the | t 

_ publ ication. pe oying ‘skill ied om | 



ATTACKS IN CEBU 

Units fhe Now People's Am
y eunchedsmatanoous 

: 

Rees 
Suis 

> “add Silas Wlods of Hiieary-oquip- 
ae or icoted neve ens 

go 10 our town because there a many abusive soldiers 
chere,* 

~ (From a eprrespondent) 

BULACAN CAFGUS AMBUSHED 

Sr ndiorious members of the OARGU ES wore arouses. 

voted information that 

16 a oo oo : ANG: BAYAN 

: punish 

Gov. ~ Blew Itup, atthe same time 

woe eats CNS ent They ao Roo te 

: they met with the route the enemy usually took wh 

governor. : . 

“Based on this information, an NPA platoon, riding on a. 

jeep and a sand- and-gravel. truck, took | 2 

_ tions along the route. At'9 a.m, the CAFQU 26 
over at a house near the place where the gt 

waiting. The people's army lost no t ain 

enemy. Five of them fell on the spot. One 

wounded and died upon reaching the: a TD 

nwo 16 rifles. 

Though the municipal hat and PC cari ware jist 

nearby, te Oe ee pant 
¥ the revolu- 

Let treachery had resulted” 
revokionaries and gnc roan eee by the AFP in the — 

y the ‘small. 

. “(From a correspondent i 

RAID AT NUEVA ECWA 

An NPA company ‘taided the mut 
_ Natividad ar6:15 p.m. onNoy. 12. . 

. The. guerillas rode on two trucks in going tothe town, 

When they reached their target, they swiftly s rounder 

town hail anid subjected it to a barrage of fire. Three fascists 

were killed, including two policemen. The NPA seized five 

Miés, four .38- caliber pistols. one, radio and. seven 

typewriters. 
= (Himagsix 

ASSAULT ON QUEZON OUTPOSTS 

The. NPA ana ote police Seppo we 

ewe how one th aay 
The-enemy forces ined to surround the 

known to them, ihe NPA had. 

the Rad fighters retreated. 



acwsonatn — 2 ~ een 

Luzon scores major 

Lt. Crispin Tagamolla Command made big strides in 

i, a 990 despite a series of brigade- and.division-size opera. 

| tions launched against them by the AFP, thelatest being 

| Oplan Salidummay in Marag Valley. . 
| The NPA's major victosies are the following: 

=  Atotal of 320 AFP troops were killed, 280 wounded 

| and 60 captured in NPA offensives from January-Decem- 

' ber last year. Among those 'siain were five Captains and 
several Heutenants-of the AFP, in 13 guerilla fronts 

inroughout northern Luzon, the Red fighters captured 

» 185 high-powered rifles and demolished military a yircraft 

'. andvehicles (eight jeeps, including a newly arrived HUM- 

' MER, six 6X6 trucks, nine helicopters,four Tora-Tora 

|. 728s, two F5s and ene F16). They also damaged two 

/ miltary relay stations. 
| i The NPA destroyed P800 million worth of logging ~ 

: equipment. owned by the reactionary classes in the 

region. Among the targets of these punitive actions were 

~) the Benguet: Mines and PATECO in Minapiugi, Isabela, 

| last July; Taggat PARVI in Sanchez Mira last May: and 

LBC and PTDC: im JOnES. and T wad in sapanelelk i No ovem- 

iv Enrile, which: ‘funded by Japan, was also hit 
hrougn effective. dolensive tactics, the people's | 

| o five large- -scale AFP operations under Opian 

4 Kal lasag. These were Oplan Paglansag-Pegasus of the 

| Ss0ist Brigade - in Sinandungan Valley{(January to 

|“ March); Oplan Kamat-Alpha and Saranay-Bravo in 
Sinandungan, fugao and East Cagayan, Oplan Lingkis 

in eo Apayac;, and Oplan Sal idummay 6f the Sth 

The New People's Army in Northern Luzon under the ~ 

and Apayao (Sept. 27 to Dec, 9). 

in Marag Valley, where a massive AFP campaign is _ 

ongoing, the NFA has. wiped out 60 enemy soldiers and 

wrecked four helicopters, four T28s, iwoFSs andoneFi6 

of the US Alr Force. Inthe course of the counter-insur- 

gency operations, three guerillas and three civilians have - 

_ been killed, while 60 children have died'due to various | 

diseases. 
& . The progress of the agrarian revolution i in Northern. 

Luzon has benefitted 500,000 peoplé--of which 32,000 

now own their own jand. Albin all, some 35, 000 hectares 

have been distributed oe northem Luzon from | 

-4989-1990. 
This is the main reason why the mass Case ot ‘the 

revolutionary armed struggle has remained firm in the 

’ face of fierce enemy attacks which have resulted in the 

killing of 200 barriofolk and the forcible evacuation. of 

250,000 people from 243 barrios.last year. ‘These human 

rights violations are the consequence: ofthe US-Aquine 

regime's pol icy. of genocide. against the isneg minority | 

people. In many areas in the region, including Marag | 
Valley. the AFP has set up food bl lockades: and dec arec | 

“free fire zones.” 
NOL | iBERTAD (Spokesman) 

LT. CRISPIN TAGAMOLILA SOMMAND- 

NPA. NORTHERN aan fae 

pene setcamtnnenntcrinesn hia 

i 

| 

| 
i 

infantry Division in  Marag Valley, Nonhwest Cagayan 

i 

| 
f 

\ 

i 
& 
¥ 

i 
; 

aihree Wi 1S Sever:Ms 
" one 38 caliber pistol, 1,000 bullets and ecm 

ia separate incident the NPA assaulted ie-camp of 

ne paciees oie and CAFGU in Bay. San Viens, Gumaca 

Has. “threw molotov bombs. and: ince ndiary 
des into the camp. Three: guardhouses xaugnt fire 

my soldiers scampered inte their foxncies. 

d fighters of the: ‘Apolonio Mendoza Agapay.Com- 

bullets on the camp. Alter fifteen minutes, nine. 

ware dead and Emery lay wounded, The NPA seized 

ce era pees ‘WKalatas) 

uiary-Pebranty 10h : ANG 

& nts... 

: J PA sainped: al Sitio  RenogKOlod : ( 

"guerillas ot vaped towards the detachment and when t the ey 

, Tarlac py Nov. 1 10: Seized 

fe 4sc 

5 ukic 4 ga : Oriang: Luson ¢ ANGEL. in. January 4990. cond 

now, the two have nat beet fot nd and are believed to neve. 

“the NPA A Iso punished Sot Fra 
Taiaga, Papas. big MiG was taken. 

into confusion The comrades made a on 

safe retreat, : 

“(Himag Re 



AA A biakthrovugh in seiting up a system of 

revolutionary justice at the grassroots 

ie public trial of Capt. Alberto 
Reyes of the Constabulary High- 

‘way Patrol Group by a people's court 
of the NDE-NPA in Southern Quezon 

has inspired the people of Bgy. San 
Antonio to set up stem of revolu- 

tronary justice in row? barrio. 

The first people's. court in this bar- 

‘io of Southern Quezon was organized 

when three rich peasants belonging to 

the revolutionary movement brought 

charges against one Pedro Subido 
(not his real name). : 

‘Revolutionary justice is an in- 
“herent power of any revolutionary | 

movement” according to the Melito 

Glor Command of the NPA- Southern 

Tagalog (in connection with its policy | 
on prisoners of war.in 1968). “It iden- 
ifies who are the friends a Sones 

a the evolution.’ 

The NDOF-NPA has been guided by 

several written documents in waging 

ts campal 9 against incorigib! e peo 

( Subiddo was 

the right were the prosecutors and 

three witnesses for the complainants. 

The three members of the panel of 
judges, together with the clerk of” 

court, were at the center. Scattered 

throughout the audience were Red 

‘i fighters of the New People’s Army who 

| were in charge of the court's security. 

The issue of revolutionary justice 

wes first discussed. Then, the trial 

proper began with the reading of the 

case against Subido, Witnesses for. 

and against the. accused came for- 

| ward to give their testimonies. 

The. prosecut ron claimed that 

a businessman whose 

only asset was 3 his glib tongue. Hehad 

deliberately violated the terms of pay- 

ment agreed on with the cam 

plainants. 

On the other hand, the defense: 

panel asserted that Subide was mere- 

ty. the victim of Geception by a big. 

businessman. 

*tis true that Pedro took the pigs from 

"We approached the police 

regarding this problem. The next time 

“we went to collect, they even accom- 

panied us but still, nothing happened," 

one witness related. They learned that 

the businessman had paid the pare 

nol to infetier@. = 

The witnesses fot the defendant 

also stressed that: 
1. Pedro was poor and because of 

this, was not able to finish elementary 

school; 

2. The big: businessman faok ad- 

vantage of his: poverty and lack of 

education; : 

3. Greed was not the reason for 

Pedro’s failure to pay the debts. 
The defense panei appealed to 

the court-to forgive Subide, acknow-_ 

ledged that he should pay his ‘debts - 

but that he should be given considera- 

tion, and asked that the revolutionary 

movement help in provi ng him with 

an alternative livelihood, 
On the ner. hand, 

secstcinomenitensennthbst tat AR ORME RI ENS ATETTAO Pn MOPOLEN OSETIA CE I 

According to a witness for Subido, -| fin 

- the complainants and agreed to._pay | - 

“three members of the def 
and two witnesses for the accu’ 

11,000 and P6,000 to two of them. 

ply called’ on the busine 

aon full dracigs speci de were s 
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im- | solution beirig brokered by the Soviet Po 
Union siher nations such asiran. | 

On the eve of the ground war, Saddam | 
Hussein had declared his willingness | : 
io withdraw his army from Kuwait ac- | 

__ | €ording to a Soviel-sponsored peace. | 
lis | plate Who BrSt signWicams Sep towards | ing praise 

capability. The intense | ac oe 
paign also blew up ind ats | through war--and not through peace | 

and infrastructure ievelled large | that the US could achieve its objec- | 
killed | tives. Accepting an lraqi withdrawal | 

and maimed tens thousands of | from Kuwait would have meantleaving | ‘p 

civilians, many of them women and-| Iraq with an intact army which could | s 

children She foactannece | once again be used to threaten US | eve 
‘freq |. and Zionist imeresis inthe region. Fur 

| thermore, it would have made the |. 
|. Soviet Union the peacemaker in the |. 

19.| Middle East, with cons fe pot |. fe 
ai | cal weight in determining the post-war |~ shi 

| order. And had Saddam Hussein | ihed 
| voluntarily ended his occupation of | 

f-1_Kuwait, there would have been | po 
| | tremendous pressure. for israel to | 
| leave occupied Arab lands. ie 

Now, US imperialism has become | ta 
| the dominant power in the shaping ol | tig 
| the post-war Middle East. As of this | 
: writing, its army and those of the other 

yowers ere still inside Iraqi | 

territory, poised to renew thelr attacks. - | 
The US is dictating onerous terms for | | 

way for a “new Ut ed der inthe | ape nt ceasefire on an already-.- 
; ni ws US domination is un- - - defeated Iraqto further humiliate it and 

ral c resour- | {0 exact further concessions beyond 
| the UN mandate. lraq's fate is meant | A 

y § to serve as an object lesson to ay 
other Arab. states. we . 

The US victory has greatly dim- lb 
inished the cause of Arab unity. ite 

exploited the rival- | | 
fe ries among elie Arab rulers and their} 
Narrow and seltish interests. Thus, | ¢ the 1. 

US as necessary t 
egional power from 

his. place orto. make. “pel- 

al tis, would be 2 mis. 

reality, the US unleashed its over- | 
wheiming miltary might to destroy Iraq | 

_ as a miltary and poltical power in the | 

Micidle East. ‘The US victory paves the | 

"But only the demoe tic and 
Of forces. in the Arab world 

| | Of US military power to right Saddam 
b | Hussein's wrongful occupation of ny Ande 

ates _ Kuwait insteat! of determinedly seek | dictators who, t 

pon 7. ing @ peaceful political solution. “1 Gure of (hea 

+" ‘The Palestinian national Iberation |v 
movement hes also sulfered a-set- is | back The linkage of the Palestinian’ be he 

| issue wih Kuwaiti issue brought |. Hussein, they wine 

_ the Palestinians’ own demands and | tively stand: ee ioe 
¢ | struggle against Zionist Israel into 

: milae! focus. But while war ad tok 
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>, Griical and Creative spirit 
: and salon ate method as 

Repubiicis now 
: Ceaucescu regime - 



SOCIALISM SERIES 

d by Ano Bayan ast Inaugurates a 
icles--both original write-ups and reprints 

: hich expound on and debate over the fundamental 
i ing the earthshaking, historical 

ie (het heave ewept (he socialist world since the 

latter hal of the eighties. 
Wwe start by Igying down what we think are the basic 

ss anc theories that can guide us in-crawing 

s from one of the most convulsive 

towards full social and political liberty. These premises serve 
es in organizing AB's series on socialism, as 

: ses coming from our readers which we 

certainly most welcome and encourage. ° 

impelled as much by the scienilfic, crilical and creative spirit 

’ outlook and taleetival method as 

goven 
iovakia and, Hungary have Gikiened Scar te pressure x 

popular uprisings. The German Democratic Republic is now 
ing into History. The Ceaucescu regime 

of Romania was overthrown by a violent upheaval, Bulgaria 

has been rocked by popular discontent. Albania is in the 

throes of a popular explosion. Disintegration looms over the 

' Soviet Union and. Yugosiavia. China is haunted by the 

nightmare that was the or massacre. All over the 

Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, economic Stagnation and 

even decay. are the common ans a = worming peaple 

and the entire populace. : ae 

SF cieey aoctput tba n ine conter 
struggle for ajust world. 

ourgeoisie ave gloating. over whai 

knell of socialism, the incontrovertible 
enivism’ s bankruptcy. the superiority of 

Let these vultures delude them- 
othe working people, even 

failed by they socialist Saparinenss,, may 

fully thee. what lie behind the ‘pitter of prosperity and 
hi-tech advancement are: eroteal human eo 

degradation and aren 
ers di the 

les not in retreating to the 7 oe world of explo (ation of 
ung forward to tree socialism 

trom the barnacies of past : és and refresh with new 

so 

st history and humankind’s long march — 

Where to, socialism? In raising this question, we are — 

"ANG BAYAN 

bec Hieless. Seona” This way. 

amore berating socialiem, a truly humane and. democratic 

socialism can be achieved. ~ « 
To proclaim that socialism remains is be the vision of a 

liberating future is not only an act of faith. It ig grouncied in 

history, in practice, in the great and unp: Pach 
ments of socialism despite its many ire 
tuous past. To quote Mikhall Gorbachev: * "dhe Soviet Union 

is a young state without analogues in: history or in ‘the 

modem world. Over the past seven decades—a. short Span 

in the history of human civilization--our country has traveled 
a path equalto centuries..One_ of the | 
the world ros@ up to replace the backward 

semifeudal Russian empire. Huge productive forces, a 

powerful intellectual potential, a highly advanced culture, a 

unique community of over one hundred. nations and 

nationalities, and firm social protection for 280 million — 

peopie.on a terttory forming one-siah of the Earth--such 

are our great and indisputablé“achievemients and Soviet 
people are justly proud of them.’ 

1 SOCIAlist Sears te have failed at certain junc- 

tures and in certain lands.or even have gotten mired in 

a general crisis as the present one. But thie is no 

argument against iis profoundly | nist and lberative 
cause of -its- great. achievements. and-contributions ‘to 

humanity or the validity ofits: critique of the injustice and the 

inhumanity of ca “Our anda 
tical method has taught us that sociallem would not be built 
in a vacuum but in the womb of the old order. We are aware 
that between vision and reality lies a long period of 
imail spheres of life--politi¢s, economics; culture, science 
and ideology. The legacy of sovialist-cl Pe pest 

will continue to put obstacles and lmkations in its path. Ane 
knowledge, including Mandsm, that is necessary in charting 
socialigm’s codrse, will periodically: fog behind -_— 
thus raising the possibility of mistakes. - 
We view wv the prewe Crisis of socialism froma broac 

a L ransition patted trauighi with many and 
tradictions, difficulties and setbacks. Ae Mi . 

sum # up, soclaliem started in backward, mainly agrarian 
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just ome & 408 feudalism and with alow the Soviet Union and the countries of Eastern Europe. 
eathby to this school of be « sarly 

st encirclement often ine ” 
who iairinttty Yee Gs wr revO 10 dictatorship to commit state violence 

enemies but against sections of the — socialist governments. 
iarchal nite tata 80 strong in feudal ‘The other contention is that si 

and made R caused Dy what fs proc st 
a of the socialist systen\or (he 

mani acer emis SE A he 

an open mind, dig out the facts, study the intemal contradic- 
tons ind the historical roots of socialist construction, and 

pra arid mo 
it was an elite, yes, ver a bourgeoisie 
rule for profit and had to function within the strictures-of 
public ownership of the means of productio: : 

' superstructure, The whole thing’ was a huge aberration, but 
not a regression to capitalism. - et 

The: lc: copying of this model i 

banla, have been largely imposed on thelr respective . 
peopies by the World War Il victories of the Soviet Amy. 

hilistinism, slacdash study and the 
ox lage pronouncements Should have no 

itis interesting to role 
thought can be eritiqued not 

: at Rie rence ak: re OF ¥ 
seady and util suocese Fee On cape spplcation of he crtique ofthe 
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system while Mao's Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revokaion 
is guided by the class struggle | 

line, Caution should be taken, | 
however, in Getisguishing 
which to, | 
the theory, catisidlering the | 
complex factors that-enter into | - 
a real historical process. | 

i 

i 

ere are. otfier issues of 
contention in today's 

socialism Gebate, issues 
that Gete back to the post-Oc- 
tober revolution days. A sig— |. a. 

my. This spawned two basically dif- 
in the 1920s In the Soviet Union with 
Heeting ihemselves up to this very Gay. 

The first wae geneticism. ‘Opposing & was teleologicism. The 
jebe crf between market and planning (ary Mag 
on ine c veen market and planning 

; The geneticists emphasize the gs ol economic: 

€ ny 

rancies, ‘These set the limits on what the 
e The ‘geneticists stress the role of 

market forces, profitability, scarce resources and the need. 
for balanced growth, They were especially conscious of the 

uhure. 
: r Qeheticisis, the teleologists favor the 
establishment ot ambitious goals, envisioning planning as 

romps Tey eet stiches thw ewrof value. For 
them, planning Keelf is the “law. Rach real a 

the forced: collectivization of 

ted to sonutiny. With some 

OF the Great Leap Forward and the Great 
Guttural Revolution, on the one hand, and those 

of the Reform and Four Modermizations which chart the 
course of present-day China, on the other hand. 

Another major issue is the national question and 
proletarian internationalism. Covered Here -are-the 

according 6 the Leninist 
interpretation ofthe right of nations to self-determination; 
the relationship of proletarian pete of different countries; 

& 

nificant and hotly debated one concerns the development _ 

laws or “reaeeyne For them, ‘effective planning rests” 
primarily on: © - and mass organizations in fact, the w wi 

ecutive Committee of the Gertral Commitee of our ey. 

further debate within our Party. Thie 

B55 "ANG BAYAN 

‘fiona the ‘Chinese. Communist 
Party's theory of the three 
worlds, as well as the Causes of 

ied biases, J arwed cones between 
socialist countries. , 

Gorbachev's principle of “reedom of choice® stands ir. 
sharp contrast to Brezhnev’ s theory and both must be 

f Islentica “discourse 

grounded in a concrete international historical setting. 
Asoppabaictionent hit babets! This has been the 

is all over the worid 
of the acy aa 

cee | sone 
under a socialist order. ; . 

ll these issues will aia ban eas Series 
#4 one by One. There are two avaliable articles dealing 

“with ihe central question. athand--the roots of 
socialism's prasent crisis. 

The first one is an analytical paper drafted by the Ex. 

Reboluyon, the CPP's intemal Yoo ou 

of widely divergent responses to the 
until now of a wide-open and oF 
on this matter, The paper is a 

fine that the crisis in. 
restored. 

cocci do and its effort to os ve at a wi 
: deliberate and dispassionate 

comrades, AB is repriningexcapis rom te aio. ~@ 

anual February 124 



The » crisis of the world 
| O Eusoutive Committee-Central 

Communist Party of the Philip; 

crisis of ihe world capiest ne Sea continues to 
ai 

industrial capitalist countries, the hewly idustrializing 
economies, the general run of uncerdaveloped third worid 

countfies, the farmer socialist countries and the socialist 

courtnes. 
f The glut i in both industrial products and raw materials is 

problematic to every country in a world still dominated by 
oa sspeuay now that there is a trend of alone’ 

and socialenn. Centainiy, there is want and misory 
the people in most countries but the profit-making law of 
capiatise| cine hot permit the equitable distripution of what 

surplus products, thie trite Gl Giodlé Gator hes boon ex- 

aremely abused. Soety ana fe age! the iefation and 

engaged! in figtishecd mery mend endl Fem por. 
tations for ts overconsumption and lagged behind in the 

bie goods. The U.S. has thereby ac- 

alec large amounts of budgetary and trade deficits. 

has become. the largest single-country debtor. It cannot 
solve its grave financial problems and stop #s industrial 
decline ff # does not revive iis capacity to produce tradeabie 

goods, promote its own exporis and restrict imports. fts 

accumulated financial problems restrict its drive to expand 

production. ° 
bilder States rises from as ind 

eo OL Or cad toe premnine eon 

cut in both iraq and Kuwall, “the U.6.00 Western 

alllance and some other 0 ; yreaten to-go to war with 

Wage 6 : 
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worsens 

China has contributed to the giut in some raw materials 

and in Hongkeng-style manufactures (extiies, garments, 

toys and serhiconductors) In the cay 
already being hit back by the glut. Japanese and Western 

creditors are trying to ply China with foreign loans bere for 
infrastructure ‘projects and -c Bue China is 

determined to further bulld its 
casdé, then thé advanced capil countries and newly.in- 
dusirializing sconomiss: can find the world market for their 

manulactured exports even tighter, ~~ 

Even socialist Albania gets into economic trouble when 
it cannot sell its Copper at a good price; and socialist Guba 
when it cannot sell #s sugar at a good price. And, of course, 
the Philippines has t by the glia in 
copper and ‘sugar relative te effective ound in the 

capitalist word. — re 

Even as they are fully converted. to : 
East European countries Nave hose 
make in the West and are ‘now faced with the problem 
paying hard currency for fuel at world market prices. Most 

of them have been overloaded with foreige loans for con- 
sumption aind for bul j Tprises 

of dilapidlation and bankruptey: Even # they have become 

outrightly capitalist, they’ @ré in no position to absorb the 

' surplus. manufactures of the more: oer Capitalist 
countries. 

Taetp atesreera 

the world ert system and the most promising 
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e and, last.put notjeast, the autocratic 
nerbachev has gotten formaily 

‘Hutionalized leading role of thé communist 
‘ Candas now ds ihreatened by disintegration 

a ine best jaw achievements 

eth 18 oust of ihe revicennist regimes 

im panes Euror 2, the disiftegration ef the so-called 
ist bloc, thewlounct for Mutual Etonomic Assistance 

an line Warsaw Fact the wihiGraweail of Support from “rater 

nal countries and parties’: and the emergence of the Soviet 

Union as some kind of a new jualor partner of the United 

States, especially in the current Gulf crisis. 
The Soviet Union and Eastern Curope are assuming we 

characteristics of the underdeveloped third world counties 

as Many of their industrial anterprises. are being orvatized 

or going into bankrup d the state and: collective 

farms are being broken up ark! Onvatad. East Germany 

(oecauss of German unty} an f 
Of &S good industry) can be 

capitalism alter a 

they can, particip ipate 
Union and Eastern E 
cominue iO @xplon 

bea Ste 

a OF " arisiiior’: anty t ° 2 

$3 x the S Sane 

ion Gan sul 

reign udinanceal firins an 
ime ago, even-while (ne regine:s 

ol SOciaLaM, . BiG 
holy Te 

: nistbeicge foie is bart social 
premature or utopian for the os reason th 

socialism arose from the capitalist world in repeated grave 

crises and world wars, and took hold of a wide extent vi 
population and territory ir countries that had been economi- 

cally and technologically backward in general. Up to now, 
the countries that continue to afticm themselves as socialist 

are. still formidable. 
Early socialism like any new historical: force is. stillevul- 

_ nerable to fs own weaknesses Wr terms of objective anc 

subjective factors and to the counterattack of captalism 

which is stilt dominant in the world. The odds.against early 

_ socialism af tremendous. Not only is the economic and 
: technological level tt inherits from the. past backward but it 

has to overcome the damage wrought by world war or c u 

_ war. Then, the military encirclement and: aggressive acts 

and economic and technological blockade: by imperialism 

follows. 
The achievements of early socialism have been gréat, 

especially if we consider the tremendous odds. These have 

been possible because of working class. leadership, the 

concentration of will and resources through the revolution 

ary unity of the people _ the eradication: ‘Of big bourgeois and 

landiord exploitation and centralized planning. - 
But good things car turn into their opposite where they 

become either excessive oF inadequate under cerfain con. - 
ditions. if there is a single: parly ‘system, aven..the ant. 
socialist elements will do everything to join the single pany 

because it is the only wey wo climb the social and pobtc al: 

ladder. 
if inal party inc iudes on a small part of the populati 

then if iS susceptibie to becoming: isolated and eckens as. 
privd lege: Worse, the party and ‘the state it rules. actually: 

become afflicted w itty bi ireaucratisim and become divorced 

from the people e and the mass - ‘Movement 

ratism in the ruling ‘party "and state can alse be 

to the official mass ofganizations.. the economic 

18, the schools and other institutions: 

dourgea sie can reemerge thraugh the 

a gain. the cup | hang over the revolution. : 

to 5 the 1 wcleteeae and ti the pep lp as 

me pa ae the ruling 

pe aS 
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hreatened by disintegration and economic ae recinolagea } 

pe follows. 
The fichievements of early sO 
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‘bourgeois universalism as {hey aspire to become the 

priv bureaucrats. The revolutionary cadres in the 

ruling party and the state as well as in the mass organiza- 

tori industrial enterprises and farms become swamped by 

When the call is made to catch up with the West, it 
ually becomes the occasion for the full-grown bureaucrat 

pourgecisie to emilate the West in all respects and to adopt 

ies capltalist- oriented reforms to “renew or "perfect* 

“To rationalize these so-called reforms, the antitsocialist 

elements hark back to the concessions given to the private 

countries, the U.S. and other capitalist powers stimulate 
offering rade and foan concessions on the condi- 

Socialism is undermined and destroyed when the ning 

aragal osdaaek pl lace iestora alto alee el aC and 

tively; and when comupt bourgeois bureaucrats and the 

oe milking the state or public sector 

motivated, no nator how large the state or public sector 

may still appear on the surface. 

The ideological and material resurgence of capitalism 

_PEsbenue f g-of Sodialism in Eastern Europe and the 

“Soviet Union and other countries have occurred over 
decades. tt did not occur overnight. There has been 

@ protracted process of peaceful evolution towards the 

restoration of capitalism. - 

I" the Soviet Union, the restoration of capitalism was first 
promoted in a big way by Khruschev. He staned to 

autonomize the industrial enterprises and the managers 

and workers in: proftabie enterprises were pleased by Dig- 

gér-pay and bonuses at the expense of ather enterprises 

and the whole economy. And he gave to the managers the 

power to hire and fire. Those who became disemployed had 

to employ in ihe informal economy. in agricul 

ture, he exp the private plots and started to lease land 

to so- called groups of peasants. He encouraged the free 

market where privately produced goods as well as stolen or 
mun is were sold. - 
“Unde Brezhnev, the Khruschevite ‘reforms’ were 

pushed further. In fact, the private producers and corrupt 

_bureaucfats became far bigger as they thrived on the free 
market where the real products of petty producers as weil 
as stolen goods from the public sector were put. The close 

relatives of Brezhnev became notoriously linked to criminal 

syndicates inthe private sector. 
‘Brezhnev, under the cover of revolutionary 

2 ng, there was also a recentralization of finan- 

shel | resources and industrial enterprises needed for the 

arms race, So, the: Soviet proletariat and people were vic- 
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timized by two kinds of suction puinips: that of the enterprise 

managers and private producers in the free market and that 

of the central state in the arms race, The economic surplus 

that should have gone into expanding and retooling the civil 

economy and the production of more and better consumer 

goods went into miltary production. 

So far, the unique contribution of Gorbachev to the 

_ development of capitalism inthe Soviet Union isthe legaliza- 

tion and enlargenvent of the Operations of the. private 

producers in the form of cooperatives." To put the Soviet 

Union on a complete capitalist footing, there are plans to 

privatize state industrial enterprises, break up be honlale ; 

state and collective farms and legaliz ; . 

land. 

During the first five years of Gorbachev, the ere 

powers have been prorat om ere encouraging 

about perestroika’ promising to come out with He laws to 

promote the privatization of industry and agriculture, open 

the market to void is of all sorts are g teovide the 

in most of Eastern Europe, there were more weak- 

nesses of early socialism than in the Soviet Union. it was 

practically the Soviet Ried Army which Wistalied the ruling 

parties. These parties were ovemight mergers of com- 

munists and noncommunists. They hac ample time to make ad 

socialigt revolution and construction. 
But in most of the East Euro 

peasants and other petty commodity pr 

Nationalism and religion have always been strong ranting 
points against the presence of Soviet troops and cae 

the communists. 
The political contradictions. between the Soviet Union 

and the Eastern Europear countries have long festered. 

The ruling revisionist cliques were changed or propped oa 

by the Soviet Union, sometimes with the blatant 
So, when Gorbachis. declared thet the: East European 

countries and people could decide as they Riera Rwas 
time.for them to undo the.socialist facade, . 

« There have also been long 
tions in. economic relations | 

Eastern Europe. The Soviet Union multiplied a 
— and inefficient productive equipment ot preawond 
War it technology (especially because toa much of any- 
Soviet economic surplus went to. {he arms race) but 
demanded too much, of the industrial or agricultural 
products as repayment forthe equipment and fuel supplied. 
On the other hand, starting thes les, the Soviet 
Union resented that oll was priced high In the word 
capitalist market but supplied it cheaply to Easton Europe. 

However, even while the Soviet Union determined the 
Course of political atlaire, the East European were 
allowed to promote the private sector in ther as 

and to.develop economic relations with the: capitalist 
’ powers. Thus, Poland and Hungary freely took the road of 
Yugosiavia. 
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oO the surface, there is defintely an enlargement ofthe 4 

capitalist world through the economic and political re- 

conquest of sore socialist countries. But mindful of the 

erprociuction in the capitalist world, even before 

the conversion ots some socialist countries to capfalism, the 

capitalist powers are not in a hurry to make big direct 

investments and deliver new technology for retooling and 
reviving the industries in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 

Union. There fs already a glut i in industrial progucis in the 

capitalist world. 
The capltaiiet powers are not in a hurry to exdend further 

loans to promote the sale of industrial equipment and con- 

_sumer goods. With the exception 
of Czechoslovakia, the East Eur- 
opean countries had already 
cverborrowed before, They have 
no means of repaying. The inter- 
national credit system has been 
abused too long. As a-matier-of 
ract, debts in the third world and 
Eastern Europe. have already 
inreatened the. financial and 
economic stabllgy of (he capitalist 
Old. 

The strategy of the capitalist 
powers is to let the Industrial — 
enterprises in East European counties and in the Soviet 

Union go bankrupt first so that it will be easier for the foreign 

monopoly firms to take over the lines of production anc’ 

businesses and time is g. a 
. beneficial to forsign Investors. Only the most profitable- 

omerprises in Eastern Europe sre being taken over by the 

foreign multinational firms in collusion wah both the new 

sourgeois rulers and the now barefaced bureaucrat 
captalisis, ~ 

Weh the exception of the highest bureaucrats in the 

fallen regimes, who are held responsible for the economic 
. cfisig and political repression, « Is stil the bureaucrat _ 

revisionists of the former ruling party and the former state 

who are ahead in taking advantage of the economic and | 
business Opportunities for the private sector, They have the 

education, administrative skills and inside track. {t is there- 
fore clear why: they themselves wanted thé collapse of the ~ 
shell of socialaniin conjunction with the barefaced counter. 
revolutionaries as well/as the aggrieved people in the mass 
actions thet toppled the ruling party: 

But now, the econdmic lot of the people is characterized _ 
by widespread un yment, hyperiniiation, aggravateci 
food shortages, loss of {ree social services and eventhing 
sise in the further deterioration of the economy. In the 

political sphere, all sorts of monsters are thriving, including 
cefnic conflicts, fascist movements, facism, Ne a 

crime and soon, 
Anather way of describing the corwersion of some 

sociaiist countries fo capitaligm is that they have joined the 
ranks of underdeveloped couriiries. In. time id come, the 
people in these countries will rise again to condemn and 
reject the big bourgeoisie and landiord class. : 
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“The restoration of 
capttalism In Eastern 
Europe and the ongoing 

furmoil in the Soviet Union 
do not really strengthen 
the world capitalist system 
but merely Increase the — 
number of its victims 

{8d for SPACING the EWES TOS “Dasertore 

here are at least three lessons to learn from the di ain, 

| tegration of early socialism in Eastern Europe. 
One lesson is that the working class party carviake anc 

hold power only onthe strength of the revolutionary mass 

movement and should not allow liself to be divorced trom 

the paopie through bureaucratisn, When the ruling party is 

alienated from the people, the mass movement arises to 

overthrow ft in due time. The mass actions can be cor 

stituted and driven by sheer grievances and can be led or 

taken advantage of by couriterrevolutionaries as happened 

in Eastern Europe. 

Another lesson is that it it is not enough te have national 

freedom from foreign domination and class 

™ . freedom from the exploiting classes. it is 
necessary to develop the level of individua 

freedom and public participation within the 

anti- imperialist ariel socialist framework, 

But to develop this level of freeciom outside 
_ the anti-imperialist and socialist framework 

is to bring back the domination of 

capitalism and reaction as the bureaucrat 

ravisionisis have done. 
Sill another lesson is that concessions 

to the private economic sector in the pariod 
of transition should not be retrogressed to 

after the socialist, transformation of the 
economy. Capitalist oriented reforms do fot renew or per- 

fect socialism but undermine and destroy it in the end. The 

promotion of the ie t business sector breeds a socie’ 
revolauer 

ruption 
But what remains of early socialism and the more | 

widespread factors of socialism elsewhere, including the 

national democratic revolution with a socialist perspec active 

in the Philippines, have no choice but to fight imperia 

and all reaction, learn lessons from the failed sociaik. 
‘regimes and take advantage of new conditions arising. 

The cause of proletarian revolution and socialism hac 
mat bigger setbacks before. It took 46 years irorp the defes! 
of the Paris Commune in 1871 te the: victory of the Bolshev 
Revolution in 1917, Then, fastism deatroyed working class - 
parties in Europe and Nazi Germany wrought havoc on the 
Soviet Union and killed 20 milion Soviet p Buti nth 

wake of World War ll, several socialist count 
The restoration of capitalism in Eastem Europe and the 

origoing turmoil inthe Soviet Union do not really mreagthon 
ihe world capitalist system but merely inc 
ol ts victims who are impelled to resist. fethe long rin, the 

proletariat and the people of the ward are bound tone u; 

and exploitation and win greater victories” at a new 
Higher level of revolutionary struggle. 
~ Garly socialist societies and the factors of socialist : 

(including the ineradicable working clasa) continue to: exis! 

on a wide scale. The existence, explollativeness and criss 
of capitalism guafantea the regurgence of socialism at 
new and higher fevel, with lessons learned from errors anc 
failures and sa new conditions arising eraor socialism.O 
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General Secretary 
South African Communist Party 

et ug touch on some of the concepts which have come 

nder fire in the post-perestroika polemics: 
@ Mariem maintains thet the class struggie is ine motor 

of human history. Some commentators in the socialist media 

are. showing a temptation to jettison this theory merely 

because Stalin and the bureacracy around him disioned i 

to rationalize tyrannica: practices. But it remains valid both 

as an explanation of past social transformations and as a 

guide to the strategy and tactics of the struggie io win a 

_ socialist order, & @ Striggie in which the working class plays 

the dor re role. 
-@ The economic stagnation of socialism and its poor 

technological performance as compared to the capitalist 

world sector cannot be attributed to the ineffectiveness of 

socialist relations-of production but rather to their distortion. - 

Socialist relations of production provide the most effective 

framework for maximising humanity's productive capacity 

and using its products in the interests of the whole society. 

contention that all morality is class-related and the assertion 

that working classwalues are concerned, above afl, with the 

suprenecy of human values. The separation of these inter- 

endent concepts (in later theory and practice) provided 

the context in which crimes against the people were 

rationalised inthe name of the class. We continue fo assert 

that it is only in a non-exploitative, communist, classless 

society that human values will find their ultimate expression 

__ and be freed of all ciass-related morality. in the meanwhile 

~ the socialist transition has the potential of progressively 

asserting the values of the whole people over those of 

' GASSES. 
_@ The great divide which developed between socialism 

‘ and political democracy should not be treated as flowing 

naiurally from key aspects of socialist. doctrine. This-ap- 

proach is ft 

barrack-room collectivism and some of the experiences of 

existing socialem We believe that Manism clearly projects 

@ genes anchored in deep-seated political democracy and 

ints of the: inaikidual whieh can only be truly affained 

when society as @ whole assumes control and direction of 

all its iohes and rescurces. 

@ The crucial connection between socials sm and inter. 

nationalem and the importance of world working-class 

solidarity: should not be underplayed as 2 fesult of the, 

Nesibvle which were experiericed. These include exces- 

iin the.era of fhe Comintern, subordination 

ae ‘e"national aspirations to a distorted concept of 

‘indecrathalels national rivalries between and within 

socialiat states (including examples of armed confronta- 
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. to collapse worldwide in the post-October | 

‘ing class struggle in imposing and defending 

Manast: ethical doctrine sees no conflict between the 

by the sullied human nghts record and the. 

tion). Working class internationalism remains one of the 

most liberating concepts in Marism and needs fo find 

effective expression in the new world conditions. 

in summary, we believe that Marxism is a social science 

whose fundamental postulates and basic insights into the 

historical procasses ramain a powerful (because accurate) 

theoretical weapon. But this is not to say that every word of 

Marx, Engels and Lenin must be taken as gospel; they were 

not infallible and they were not. ae correct in thei 

projections. 
Lenin, for example, believed that capitalism was about 

it was" belief based on the incorrect premise that, asa 

system, capitalism had already reached the stage at which 

the capitalist relations of peaeeeeiah coristitited an obstacle 

to the further all-around development of the forces of 

production. 

This was combined with a belief in the imminence of 

global socialist transformation, which undoubtedly infected 

much of the earlier thinking about the prespectives “of 

socialist construction in the Soviet Union. 

Also, it could well be argued that the classical descrip- 

tion of bourgeois democracy was an over-simpilfication and - 

tended to underestimate the historic ac of work- 
ects of a 

real democratic. culture on the capitalist state, a culture 

which should not disappear but rather needs to be ex- 

panded under true socialism. 

But we emphasize again that the fundiemental distor- 

tions which emerged in the practice of existing socialism. 

_ cannot be traced to the essential tenets of Marxist revolu- 

tionary science. 
i we are looking for culprits, we must look at ourselves 

-and not at the ‘founders of Marxism. 

__The faultJies. with us-nebwith: 

n some cases, the deformations experienced by existing 

socialist states were the results of bureaucratic distortions 

which were rationalised at the ideological leve| by a 

" mechanical and out-of- context invocation of Marxist 

dogma. in other cases they were the results of a genuinely- 

motivated but tragic mis- application of socialist theery in 

new realities which were not foreseen by the founders of 

‘Marxism. 

The fact that ‘socialist power was first won in the most 

backward outpost of European capitalism, without a 

democratic political tradition, played no snvall part inthe way 

it was shaped. To this must be added tlie years of isolation. 

economic siege and armed intervention which, inthe mre: 

ee nost-October period, led to the virtual decimation « 

he Soviel Union's relatively small working class. In the 

course of ume the party leadership was transforined into a 

command post with an overbearing centralism and very litle 

democracy, even in relation to Bs own mel hip. 

Most of the other socialist countries emerged 30 years 

later in the shadow of the cold war, Some of them owed a 

great deal to Soviet power for their very création and sur- 
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for a great part of their history, vival, and. the 
followed the Stalinist economic and political model. Com- 
munists outside the’ socialist worid and revolutionaries 
n lin anti-colonial movements were the beneficiaries 

of generous aid and consistent acts of international 

solidarity. They correctly saw in Soviel power a dulwark 

against their enemies and either cic] noi believe, or did not 

e, the way in which be ins of socialism were 

Ali this j hokgs to explain, but in no way to justify, the awful 

grip which Stalinism came to exercise in every sector of the 

socialist world and over the whole intemational communist 
movement. t was a grip which, # loosened by either parties 

(e.g. Yugoslavia) or individuals within parties, usually led to 

isolation and excommunication. 

We make no attempt here to answer the complex ques-. 

tian of why so many millions of genuine socialists and 
revolutionaries became such blind worshippers in the 

temple of the cult of the personality. Suffice it to say that the 

strength of this canformism lay, partly, in an ideological. 

conviction that. those whom history had appointed as the 

custodians of humankind’s communist future seamed to be, 

building on foundations prepared by the founding fathers 

of Manism. And there was not enough in classical Marxist 

theory about thd naturé of the transition pericd to. pee a 

detailed guide to the future. 
This underdeveloped state of classical Marist theory in 

relation io the igem and structure of future ages Resi 

the masters. But the founders of Marxism “never invented 

- $pecific forms and mechanisms for the development of the 

new society. They elaborated its soctalist ideals. t! 

provided the historically transient characters of capr 

and bias historical need for NRSTIONO: anew vatage of 

pes: -apiitalism, ihey dietussed ¢ ais ine mast gt : 

terms and mostly from the point .of view of fundamenta! 

principles’ (my emphas/s) 
in particular, let us consitler two issues: 

oR ‘ * a 5 Abed 

@ socialism and democracy, and the related question 
- @ social and economic aliennation under socialism. 

Socialism and 

rxist ideology saw the fultira state as "a direct 

aWidemocracy in which the task of governing would nc 

be the preserve of a state bureaticracy*and as °an aSSOCi. 

yon in which the free development of each is a concilion for 

the free development of all" How did it happen that, inv e 

‘name of this most humane and liberating ideology, the 

bureaucracy became 80 ail-powerlul ome ihe indlvicue Was’ 

so Suifocated? 

To find, at jeast, the Reaineings < of an answer we need 

to is af four agar areas: 

the thesis of the ‘Dictatorship of the Proletariat® which 

is tha theoretical rationalisation for Ee enorEH ed 

authoritarianism: 

@ the steady erosion of people’ s power both at the | eves 

of government and mass social organisations.. 
® the perversion of the concep! of the party 85 3 VS 

guard of the working class; 2 

@ whether, at the end of the day, socialist. democracy 

_ can find real expression in a single-party state. . 

_A, Olctatorship of the proletariat 
The concept of the "Dictatorship of thie Projetariat® we. 

ceait with rather thinly by Marx as a “iransition (o.a clasal: 

society’ without much further definition, For his part Enge 
drawing on Marx's analysis of the Paris Commune, cle 
lhat t indeed ‘was the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.* Tre 

Pais Commune of 187t was an exceptional social @ 
parience which brougnt into being a kind ef worker’ cit. 

state (by no means socialist-led) in which, for a by ©! 

i m Most functions of the slate (bothlegisiative aro 

execut sieve) were directly exercised by a popular democrat: 
assei ably, 

The concept of the ‘Dictatorship of the Proleisriat we 

alabovated by Lenin in State and Revolution inthe very hes 

of the revohutionary transformation in. 1917. Lenin quotes: 

Engels approvingly when he said that She | arg ac! 
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ihe state, not in the interests of freedom but in order to nold 

down its adversaries, and as soon as it becomes passibie 

‘a speak of freedom, the state as such ceases to exist 

‘Engels, Letter to Bebel). In the meanwhile, in contrast to 

sapitalist democracy which is ‘curtailed, wretched, 

‘aise...for the rich, for the minority...the dictatorship of the 

oroletariat, the period of transition te communism, will, for 

the first time, create democracy...for the majority...along with 

.ne necessary suppression of the exploiters, of the minority.” 

Lenin envisaged that working-class power would be 

cased on the kind of democracy of the Commune, but he 

did not address, in any detail, 

socialist civil society, including fundamental questions such 

' as the relationsip between the 
party, state, people's elected rep-° = 
resentatives, social organisations, 

etc. Understandably, the dominant 
preoccupation at the time was with 

‘the selzure of power, its protection 

inthe face of the expected counter- 

revolutionary assault, the creation 

of “democracy for the majority® and 

the nature of established — 

“The anti-Leninistt theory 
advanced (in the name of Lenin) 
to ‘Justify’ this process was that 

the class struggle becomes more 
rather than less intense with the 
entrenchment of socialism." .: 

followed by the strengthening of the instruments of state 

suppression and ihe narrowing of democracy for the 

majority of the population, including the working class. 

The anti-Leninist theory advanced (in the name of — 

Lenin) to ‘justify’ this process was that the class struggle 

- becomes more rather than less intense with the entrench- 

ment of socialism. In some respects this became a self-ful- 

filling prophecy; a retreat from democratic norms intensified 

social contradictions which, in turn, became the excuse for 

an intensification of the °class struggle." 
One of the key rationalisations for this thesis was the 

undoubted threat, even after the end of the civil war, posed 

by eet and fascism to the very survival of the Soviet 

Union and the continuing ~ 

Western conspiracies to 

prevent the spread of socialist 

power after 1945. But events 

have.demonstrated that if ihe 

survival of the Soviet Union was 

at risk from the fascist 

onslaught it was, among othe 

reasons, also the -resuit of 

the *suppresion of the minority of 

expokers,” 

Rosa Luxemburg said, im a polemic with Lenin: 

"Freedom only for the supporters of the government, only 

for the members of one party--however numerous they may 

be--is not freedom al all. Freedom is always and exclusively 

treecom for the one who thinks differently...its efectiveness 

vanishes when ‘freedom’ becomes a special privilege.* 

These words may not have been appropriate as policy 

owhich is what Luxemburg argued for) in the special condi- 

tions of the phase immediately alter the seizure of power in 

October 1917. Without limitation on democracy, there was 
no way the revolution could have defended itseli in the civil 

war and the direct intervention by the whole of the capitalist 

‘world. But Luxemburg’s concept of freedom is surely incon- 
trovenible once a society has achieved! stability. 

“ Lenin clearly assumed that whatever repression may ba 
necessary in the immediate aftermath of the revolution 

would be relatively mid and shortlived. The state and its 

traditional instruments of force would begin to ‘wither away’ 

almost as. soon ‘as socialist power fad been won and the 

process of 4 q and deepening democracy would 

bein. Lenin was referring to the transitional socialist state 

- {and not to the Asture communist society) when he em- 

phasized that there would be an extension of “democracy tc 

such an overwhelming majority of the population thad the 

need for a special mechina of suppression will begin to 

disappear...@ is’no longer a state in the proper sense of the 

word (because) the suppression of the minority of ex. 

ploters...is easy, simple, entailing rerarvely lntle bloodshed, 

and hardly needing 8 machine or a special apparatus other 

than ‘the sinple organisation of the armed people eo chas 

whe Soviets)..." 
We know that all this is a farcry from what happened im 

the decades which followed The whole process was putin 

reverse. The complete "suppression of the exploiters’ was 
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damage wrought to the whole 

Soviet social fabric (including its army) by the authoritar:an 

bureaucracy. And if. Western ‘conspiracies’ have suc- 

ceeded in threatening the very survival of socialism jin 

places like Eastern Europe, it is the narrowing rathér than 

the extension of democracy which has played into their 

hands. 

The term ‘Dictatorship of the Proletariat" reflected the . 

historical truth that in class-civided social formations, state 

power is ultimately exercised by, and in the interests of, the 

class which owns-and controls the means of production. It 

is in this sense that capitalist formations were described as 

a “dictatorship _of the bourgeoisie’ whose rule would be 

replaced by a ‘di ctatorship of the proletariat’ ‘during | the 

socialist transition pefiod. in the latter case powé? would, 

However, be exercised in the interests of the overwhéiminy 

majority of the people and should lead to an ever expanding 

geauing democracy-- both political and economic. 

2 On reflection tecene, ice of the word “dictatorship” tc 
described this type of sociely "Bareaiade. oF S$ the way fe 

ambiguities and distortions. nes 
The abancionment of the term by most communist ps ar 

ties, including ours, does not, in all casas, imply a rejection | 

of the historical validity of ts essential content. But the way 

ihe tearm came to be abused bore litle resemblance to 

Lenin's original concept. It was progressively denuded of t< 
_ intrinsic democratic content and came ta signily, in practice, 

a dictatorship of a. party bureaucracy. For Lenin the rapres- 

siva aspect of the concept had impending ‘relevance | 

relation ta the need for the revolinion te defend itself against 

counter-revolutianary lerror «) the immediate post-revoly 

period. He was defending against the utopianism of the 

anarchists, the limited retention of repressive apparatus 

But, unfortunately, practices justified by the exigencies 

of the earlier pheses became a permanent feature of the 

new society. As time went on the gap between socialism 

Lik 
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Hegel edined the profound aphorism that truth is usually 
bom asa heresy and dies as a superstition, With no real 
right to dissent by chizens or even by the mass of the party 

i Ye more and more inhibited by 
a: a sort of catechism took the place of 

cragliivd thought. And, within the confines of a single-party 

_ State, the atomeative ta active conformism was either silence 
i NSN as “an enemy of the people. 

St 1 of the right to dissent Inherent in the 
sinightfarty gtate? Gorbachev recently made the point that: 

iSation of all spheres of life under aone- 
party syateth is anoble but very 
difficult mission for the party. And 
a great deal will depend on how we 
deal witb i" a 

"cial relevance! to many parts of our 
own continent where the one-party 
system abounds. it straddies both 
capitalist and socialist-oriented 
countries and in most of thiem 3 is 
used to prevent, among other things, the democratic or- 
ganisation of the working peop either politically or in trade 

unions. 

This ig nog to say that allone-party slates in our continent 
_have in fact turned out to be authoritarian; indeed some of 
ee ee 

: e emocratic. processes. Nor can we 

alienation’. rd 

al fragmentation, combating extemally-inspired 
“panditry, and correcting some of the wen ‘distortions in- 
herted from ine eetabeed E i 

: perspective, “eis sometimes 
“ forgottett hat the concept of the single-party state is 
nowhere to be found in classical Marxist theoty. And we have 
-had sufficient experience of one-party rule in various parts of 
ine world, to perhaps conclude that the ‘mission* to promote 

jemocracy under @ one-party system is not just difficult 
But 1 in n the long run, impossible. 

‘ hace ap Aveta 

(int host socialist states, : 

existing socialism. Of equal importance was the faire to 
overcome the sense of econonit ‘alienation inherited from 

ion expressed “tie objective trans- 
pol man and of its results into an 

ary te do ing Nim and inimical to him... 
Alienation has its origins in class-dominated society based 
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edeidacsiels faut independent activities of the masses and — 

"The. ovarcontralised ands + 

commandist economies of the 

socialist worid help 
entrench a form of ‘socialist 

dismiss the role they (a played i in preventing tribal, ethnic | 

’ fo control the producers’ work#e and lo ¢ 

sense of poliicel alienation of ihe great ; 

ly. Ths invowves reorganising social Be ae whole so that the 

on private property. Under capitalisin, in the course of ine 

production process, the worker, himself "always produces 

objective wealth, in the form: of capital, an alien power that 

dominates and exploits him." 
Thus, the exploited classes objectively cereale and 

recreate conditions of their own domination and exploita- 

‘tion. Consciousness of this fuels the class struggle againsi 

capitalist relations of production. 

The aim of communism is to achieve the complete 

mastery and control over social forces which humanity itself 
has generated but which, under capitalism, have become 
objectified as atien power which is. seen to stand above 

saciety and exercises mastery over it. Communism, accor 
ing to Marx, involves the crea- 
alien of a society in which - 

. *socialised -humanity,. the “as-- 
~ sociated producers, regulate 

thelr interchange with nature 
rationally, bringing it under their 

common control, instead of 
being ruled by fi as by some 
blind power.* — 

The relevance of ail this for 

our discussion’ is that. only genuine socialist relations. of 

production can begin the process which will lead. to the 

de-alienation of society as a whole and generate the forma- 
‘tion of a new “socialist person." The process of de-aliena- 

tion--whose completion must await. the stage of 
communism~—cannot be advanced by education and ideol- 

ogy alone, conditions must bs created which lead progres. 

sively to real perticipation and control by each individual (as 

part of "socialist humanity") over social life in all ts aspects. 

” The destruction of the political and econamic power of 

capital are merely first steps in the direction of de-alienation. 

The transfer of legal ownership of productive. property from 

private capital ‘to the state does nol, on its own, create fully 

socialist relations of production, nor does j-aiways sig- 

nificanty change the work-life of. the producer. The power 

products of labour 8 now in the hands of a “committest 

force over whieh the poleiaee =< no real econ 298 : nich 
Sipe ihe abs sence of economic ee OF the. 

Ete ree Alpe 
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all three processes. & degree of self-management {at the 

‘evel of individual emterprises) is only one ingredient in the 

process of de-alienation; conditions must be created 

making possible full popular contro! over ‘all society's iA- 

stitutions of power, not just as a “constitutional right’ but as 
a reality. 

Allenation In existing soclaliam 
The unavoidable inheritance from the past and the most 

serious distortions Of socialist norms in most of the socialist 

countries combined to perpetuate alienation, albeit ina new 

form. Private ownership.of the main means of production 

é ie ownershig. Private capital as an alien 

power no longer dominated or exploited the producer, But _ 

without real socialisation, the key condition for de-alienation 
continued to be abéent: 7 

The immediaté producers were given very little real 

. control or participation in economic life beyond their own 

personal physical and/or mental exertions. In general, the 

over-centralised and commancist economies of the 

socialist world {to entrench a form of ‘soéialist aliena- 

tion.’ At the purely economic level this form of alienation oke~ 

turned out to be the worst of both worlds. 

__.. Under capitalism economic compulsion sanctified by 

the rule of capital-(threatened unemployment, etc.) plays a. 

important role in providing the “incentive” for rising produc- 

uvity despite alienation by workers froth the products of their 

iabour, Capitalist economic levers based on the sanctity of 

private property are, at the end of the day, not over-con: 

cerned with the problems of alien 

- does not work, neither shall he eat" 

_ Under socialism guaranteed emp loyment and the 

amount of remunefation did not always depend. upon 
quality, productivity or efficiency, opening the way to 

_-peyasitism at the point of froduction. Reward based on the. 

socialist Maxim of to each according to his contribution’ can 

obviously play.a part in’ increasing productivity. But for 

socialist society. &e @ whole to really come into own requires 

an incentive based on the producer's real participation in the 

; hacen ‘ef seciel control over the products af his/her 

labour: a feeling thet the means of production and its 

products are his or hers aclardaghiepell This incentive v was 

ation and more easily _ 

provide the incentive (in relation to the workers) that “he who 

wom nan whose Acties 
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Episoces ofdirect compulsion against producers, such 
as the forced collectivisation. of the early 1930s. and the 
extensive use, of convict | abour: a$ a direct state, ane “pariy 
exercise, made things worse. i 

Like all forms of primitive: accumulation, these spisndet 
created_a most profound sehse of alienation whose neg3- 

live consequences are still being felt. Pure exhortation arc 
political "moblisation’ did not, in the long run, prevent the 

_ onset of stagnation. Alienation, albeit in.a different for. 
continued and inhibited the full potential of socialist 

' economic advance. 
There were, of course, other negative factors which 

require more extensive. examination than is possible her. 
These include polities based on what has. been called tio 

. "big-bang theory of socialism’ which ignored the historic.a a 
fact that many of the ingredients of social systems which 
succeed one another--and this includes the change fron 
capitalism to sociatism- -cannot be epee by a Chines 
wail. 

The economy.of a Beanie) the day after the workers take 

over is exactly the same whal itwas. the day before, and it 
cannot be trarisformed merely by proclamation. The neglect 
of this truism resulted, now and then, in a primitive 

edalitarianism which reached lunatic proportions under the 
Pol Pot regime. the absence of cost-accounting, a dismis- - 
sive attitude to commodity production and the law of value 
during the transition period, the premature abandonment of 
any role for market forces, a doctrinaire approach to the | 

question of, collectivisation, ete. 
But rectification of these areas alone would not estab- 

lish the material and mora! superiority. of socialism as a way 
of life for hurnanity, Only the creation of real socialist rela- 
tions of production will give birth to the s ist: man anc 

will 6fisuré that socialism reaches. its ful-potential aiid 
moves towards aclassiess communist society. Under exict- 
ing socialism, alienation, has persisted t 
than full controFand participatior’ ‘By HE peOHIE 
processes. . > - 

in short, ie way forward is trough toro: Igh-ge in 

democratic socialism: a way which can only ba charted 

a party which wins. ts support through democret¢ per- 

suasion and ideological contest and not, as has too often 

happened up to now, BY a claim.of right, S 
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Issues of li ife 

SEBYO 

It more: than 20 years, very few 

novels depicting the great struggle 

democracy have been written. 

Sebyo by. Garios Humberto is one of 

tionary. Literature ana Art in the 

Countryside) in October 1990, the 

hovers ‘story* revolves around the 

2 -Sebyo, a lumpen 

ed his study and, after a few 
chapters, was never ‘mentioned 

Jsnuayfebrussy 1991 

and death 

by LINANG (Move. ” 

Luckily, Tony had introduced 

Sebyo to a farmer from isabela 

named Damian Masintal, or 

Menong, who invited Sebyo to visit 

‘their place during the fiesta. When | 
Tony felt, Gebyo went to Menong’s 

place and there requested that ne be 

permitted to stay..Sebyo helped 

tend Menong's farm, which is owned 

‘by a despotic tancdiord named Don 
Sento Perez. As he worked in the 

farm, Sebyo realized that the le ofa . 

peasant was as oppressed and diff- 

ficult as that of alumpen. - 

Menong was a leader-of a 

peasant group in the area. Sebyo 

became a member of the group, 
which later launched a polRical ac- 

tion in the form of active support to 
the workers’ strike in a tobacco fac-. 

tory owned by Mario Alvarez, a com- 

prador arid friend of Don. Benito 
Perez. The strikers battled with the’ 

scabs hired by Alvarez..in addition, | 

thelr picket was dispersed by the 

soldiers of General Raval, a friend of 
both Alvarez and Don Benito. - 

Later, Don Bentoevicted. the 

tenants of his land, including the | 

family .of Menong. Some farmers. 

“migrated 16 Cagayan, but others 

join: the NPA: Among them were 

Menong, his sister Choding, Sebyo 

and Choding's sweetheart Pedeng. 

_... Inside the guerilia.army, Sebyo. 

received educationand training. A 
few more characters came out, such 

- @8 the petty-bourgeois teacher. . ¢ 

Menti, who helped further shape 
Sebyo's mind and emotions. Later, 
Sebyo became par of an armed 

propag nda ‘squad. In an en- 

beaten by the: enemies, bul was later 
able to escape. He went back tohis | 

: unl and eventually became a squad 
: av. The novel anded wilh a euc- 

_ cessful NPA aid on a communica: 

Dac “. tions facility ofthe enemy. 

was never mentioned again i in the ' The novel's strength lies in 
“depicting the everyday diiicuties 

iene come RE I TS ENR EEA ENO TPE ES ERE OR TA TS SSA GTO TES 
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did a crcus dod becaeie i mem- 

adi to go tothe mountains and | 

une of Sebyo se a single Character 

cove nacre 
erent tay 

suffered by the. common psopiein.a 

semicolonialand semiteudal 

sociéty. it is not lacking in standard 

issues: struggle between the rich: 

and the poor (class struggle), 

feudalism, landiord- cormprador- 

military collaboration, worker and 

_ peasant alliance, ‘and armed: strug: _ 

gia a the only hope of the dp- 
20 nce 

ber of a militant federation of 

workers? Or, wasn't: ee too. 

heen problems. ‘it the. novel-con-- 
tained explanations or more details 

to shew the fot ations oF deeper 

; as the im- 

cfcoubn thar ies aired aré.so tos 

and cornmon.that they are not very 

surprising anymore. be < not 

eine ghiete ors due to the 

dons ara ison of Me ane! death. © 


